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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
February 20238Wednesday

Times in GMT+3

08:00 a.m.  09:00 a.m.

Registration, Breakfast, 
and Networking

Foyer

09:00 a.m.  09:30 a.m.

Opening Remarks

Ballroom 1

Welcome by Co-Chairs and Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts in Qatar Dean

Sahar Mari, Northwestern University in Qatar,
Nicole Abiad, and Dean Amir Berbic
Virginia Commonwealth University School of the Arts in Qatar

09:30 a.m.  10:45 a.m.

Keynote

Ballroom 1

The Art of Questioning in Writing Conferences

One of the pillars of writing center pedagogy is the Socratic method—to help writers 
develop by asking questions. What questions to ask and how we ask them depends 
on various factors, such as the learning objectives, the genre, subject matter, the 
writer’s levels of expertise, the tutor’s relationship with the writer, and the tutor’s 
level of expertise. As it turns out, questioning is also important in learning to do 
anything, such as scuba diving and motorcycle riding.  In this plenary talk, the 
speaker will draw on his experience and expertise in various areas of teaching and 
learning—both academic and non-academic—to explore different ways of asking 
questions and how they affect learners’ actions and development. 

Dr. Paul Kei Matsuda
Arizona State University

10:45 a.m.  11:00 a.m.

Break
Foyer

11:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 1

Multimedia Resource and its Impact on Foundation  
Learners' Motivation

Before they can begin their intended academic programme, foundation students 
must achieve a high level of English language proficiency. TESOL instructors faced 
the challenge of motivating students to read in distance learning settings when the 
education sector transitioned from physical teaching to remote teaching during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Distance learning necessitates the incorporation of specific strat-
egies to increase learners' motivation in reading activities. The researcher educator 
designed an intensive reading distance programme incorporating the ReadTheory 
website in the current study to support and engage struggling and unmotivated EFL 
foundation students in reading exercises in language Enhancement Center (ANJIZ). 
Six students participated in the intensive reading distance programme over a six-
month period. Throughout three cycles of action research, the students' engagement 
in the programme, reading motivation, and reading skill progress were investigated 
and assessed. Observations, discussions, semi-structured interviews, and artefacts 
were used as instruments. The findings illustrate that the participants have a positive 
impact in their attitude towards reading as well as their life and learning skills. This 
presentation will be beneficial for EFL/ESL instructors who are interested in imple-
menting multimedia resources for their students in Language Enhancement Centers. 

Salwa Said Khalfan Al Anqoudi
University of Nizwa

8 Wednesday

11:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 1

Developing Effective Online Strategies for Multilingual Learners

When our university writing center shifted to online tutorials due to the pandemic, 
we were particularly concerned about the challenges this change would pose for 
our multilingual tutors and students. We conducted a qualitative study to determine 
and develop effective online strategies that will facilitate learning for multilingual 
students and enhance their engagement. In this presentation, we will draw on data 
from tutor interviews and a tutee focus group discussion and share strategies our 
tutors find helpful to engage their tutees and to compensate for lack of visual cues: 
emphasizing rapport building, utilizing silence and wait time, writing comments on 
the shared document and shifting control to the tutee. We will also discuss some 
of the unexpected benefits of the online tutoring mode. The results may be helpful 
to teachers and writing center professionals who have shifted their teaching online 
and may continue to offer hybrid models of learning.

Maria Eleftherioui and Konstantina Spyropoulou
American University of Sharjah

Room 2

Lessons Learned from a Virtual Tutor Exchange

During this presentation, we will recount our experience taking part in the Michigan 
university tutor exchange organized by Drs Sipai Klein and Lauren DiPaula. We 
were paired with tutors from different universities to research topics pertaining to 
writing center studies. After conducting extensive research, and several interviews, 
we wrote research narratives and reflective papers. Some of the topics we explored 
include differences between online tutoring and in-person tutoring and how to elicit 
involvement from reluctant, insecure, or non-native English speakers.

The presentation will focus on the lessons we learned from this exchange and the 
insights that we gained from researching writing centers and how this can benefit 
Northwestern University in Qatar’s writing center. 

We also wish to emphasize the importance of exchanging research, lessons, and expe-
rience within the writing center community. This exchange can help tutors improve 
their tutoring process by learning from each other’s strengths and weaknesses. 

Asmae Nakib and Sabrina Nisabwe
Northwestern University in Qatar

Room 2

The Future of Remote Learning in Writing Centers

The COVID-19 global pandemic forced people all over the globe into isolation and 
remote working. Alongside that, Writing Centers and institutions were pushed to 
adapt to technological tools for access and interactivity, and also navigate the 
challenges of remote teaching and learning. At this juncture, should we be aiming 
to move back to an "old normal," or embrace the new? 

This presentation reflects on how our experience with remote teaching prior to the 
pandemic informed our pedagogical practices during COVID, and consequently, how 
the pandemic has raised new questions and solutions on optimizing the affordances 
of technology. Assessing the strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities of 
remote teaching, this presentation aims to help develop a toolkit of best practices 
for online pedagogy, as we continue to transition into a post-pandemic world.  

Aieshah Arif and Sweta Kumari
New York University Abu Dhabi (NYUAD)



Room 3   

Writing Center Challenges: Supporting Students from  
Multiple Disciplines 

Supporting students from multiple disciplines is one of the challenges for many writing 
centers. To provide adequate support, writing centers need to be knowledgeable 
of common written assignments across multiple courses taught in their universities.  
Wolfe (2022) examines writing conventions and organizational schemas across 
disciplines. She suggests most disciplines require theses first, except history and 
biology, where theses appear last. Wolfe’s research in STEM writing also shows that 
various disciplines are rather diverse in stylistic conventions: citation styles, use of 
direct quotations, use of direct disagreement, and use of active voice. This points to 
the need for writing centers to actively train their staff to recognize organizational 
schemas and stylistic conventions across disciplines. Writing center readings and 
training materials for essay analysis and mock consultations should reflect a variety 
of disciplines.   

Alla Savelieva
Writing Program, Writing Center, ADA University

12:00 p.m.  01:00 p.m.

Lunch Break
Ballroom 2

01:00 p.m.  02:30 p.m.

Writing Center and 
Library Tours

Virginia Commonwealth University School of the Arts in Qatar, 
Texas A&M University at Qatar, and Weill Cornell Medicine  
in Qatar

02:30 p.m.  02:45 p.m.

Break
Foyer

02:45 p.m.  03:45 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 1

Impacts of Technology on Literacy and Writing composition:  
Reflections from the GU-Q Writing Center 

The Writing Center at Georgetown University in Qatar will be conducting a pres-
entation about the impacts of technology on literacy and writing composition based 
on the input from secondary literature and on the lived experiences of writers and 
tutors in the GU-Q Writing Center.
The presentation will have four main objectives:

1-Identifying the technology used with writing
2-Exploring the positive and negative impacts of technology on literacy
3-Exploring the positive and negative impacts of technology on  
writing composition
4-Reflecting on how these impacts are reshaping WC practice

I will also create a cognitive map serving as a visual summary of the four compo-
nents—mentioned above. The map will also align the cause-effect chains deduced 
from each objective and connect them to concrete suggestions about WC practices.

Asma Dhifallah
Georgetown University in Qatar

Room 1

An Appropriate Approach to Teaching L2 Writing

The purpose of this research was to investigate the six different approaches to 
teaching L2 writing identified and summarized by Hyland (2019), namely structural, 
functional, expressive, process, content, and genre approach. Although L2 instruc-
tors do not necessarily follow each individual approach to teaching L2 writing and 
there are many overlaps, Hyland (2019) ascertains that there is always one approach 
dominant. However, he and others do not mention of the factors which affect Eng-
lish instructors’ choices. To fill in the gap in the literature, a study was launched to 
further investigate these hidden parameters. The methodology of this study was 
Mixed-Methods: Explanatory sequential design (Creswell, 2015). The statistical 
analyses, five one way MANOVA were conducted on the five independent variables: 
teacher's age, teacher's gender, teacher's level of instruction, teacher's academic 
degree, and student's age. The qualitative strand, which was mainly obtained through 
the L2 instructors’ participants' self-reflection, revealed some unexpected results.

Dr. Kyle Lachini and Maryam Khamseh
Oryx Universal College/Liverpool John Moores University

8 Wednesday 8 Wednesday

02:45 p.m.  03:45 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 2

Tutoring Writing With AI 

Emerging technologies are not only affecting students’ composing processes and 
raising questions of intellectual property, rhetorical intention, and plagiarism, but 
also changing the role, shape, and position of the writing center in an overwhelm-
ingly algorithmic and socio-technical writing ecology. For example, AI powered 
writing editors, chat bots, and automated online assistants have the potential to 
replace (human) writing tutors to a large extent, especially in relation to the more 
technical aspects of the writing process. Such programs pose real and considerable 
challenges for writing centers and what they can/should do for writers. Given the 
centrality of critical thinking and multimodal composition to the liberal arts model 
of higher education, writing centers must consider the opportunities for negotiat-
ing AI’s inevitable intervention in their workings and constitution. Accordingly, my 
presentation attempts to engage with these questions by considering them along 
issues of learning design and processes, affect, and critical reflection. 

Emma Moghabghab
American University of Beirut

Room 2

Tutoring in the Digital Space

We want to talk about the diversity in research and resources available for students 
and young academics in the new age of technology. Research is sprouting up from 
data on Twitter, TikTok, big data and algorithms and these studies are integral for 
us to understand digital space. Henceforth, there needs to be greater clarity and a 
strong chain of communication between tutors, professors and coordinators. The 
presentation will talk about the rise of multimodal research and the strategies tutors 
can adopt to build greater understanding of analytics and the digital space. Some 
techniques include courses on digital literacy and resourcefulness to empower 
tutors and students to utilize multimodal sources efficiently. The purpose of this 
presentation is to emphasize the importance of multimodal resources in optimizing 
the tutoring process, both for the tutor and the tutee. 

Tayyaba Imran and Asmae Nakib
Northwestern University in Qatar

Room 3

Qatar National Library Builds Writing  
Center Partnerships

Qatar National Library, located in Education City, serves a superdiverse population 
of writers, across modes and across disciplines, as a community writing center. 
Online and in-person consultations have grown throughout the pandemic, as well 
as workshops are offered in collaboration with local and international partners. As 
Stacey Nan (2014) advocates, there is immense value in reflecting on the nuances, 
achievements, and challenges of this relationship-building. Moghabghab, Saville 
and Allan (2021, 134) invite writing centres to collect reflective snapshots of their 
partnerships, which is useful for a community writing center, too. They write that 
this can serve to “sustain our learning—and our capacities for building—in uncertain 
futures” (Moghabghab, Saville and Allan 2021, 134). 

Nall, S. (2014). Remembering writing center partnerships: Re ommendations for 
archival strategies. Writing Center Journal, 33(2), 101–121.

Moghabghab, E., Saville, K. and Allan, I. (2021) Flash Archiving the Writing Center. 
Writing Center Journal, 38(3), 117–142.

Lynne Marie Fraser
Qatar National Library



Room 3 |

The Purpose of a Writing Centre in the Age of Multimodality 

This paper contends that the primary role of higher education writing centres is 
to improve writing skills as part of developing academic literacy in self-directed 
learners.  If academic literacy signifies the ability to communicate in an academic 
discipline, then academic writing is the main exemplar of this discursive mastery. 
Recent technological advances have led to a significant expansion in the repertoire 
of media being utilised by contemporary disciplines, while student writers draw on an 
ever-growing array of tech-based tools and resources. However, such developments 
do not alter the fundamental questions of purpose, audience, and genre with which 
students need guidance. This paper will examine the purpose of writing centres in 
the age of multimodality as an evolution in tenor rather than a revolution in field, 
arguing that this shift offers a reminder of the impetus and justification for our work. 

Dr. Tony Myers and John Slocombe
United Arab Emirates University

03:45 p.m.  04:00 p.m.

Break
Foyer

04:00 p.m.  05:15 p.m.

Keynote

Ballroom 1 |

Engagement at the Center: Multimodality and the  
Student Experience

Twenty-first century technological advances have redefined composition and the 
ways we engage students in thinking and learning within writing center spaces. 
COVID-19 accelerated the use(s) of technology in writing centers and writing assign-
ments, while approaches and techniques also shifted in response to perceived needs. 
Many writing centers adapted to new and innovative technological spaces, which 
included exploring multimodal thinking, learning, and composing practices. These 
changes also prompted related conversations focused on engagement, specifically 
student engagement. Through this plenary session, we will examine barriers to stu-
dent engagement in the writing center, along with multidisciplinary and multimodal 
approaches for overcoming them.

Dr. Russell Carpenter
Eastern Kentucky University

8 Wednesday



01:00 p.m.  01:45 p.m.

Pecha Kucha 
Presentations

Ballroom 1

Empathy and the Writing Centre

"I’ll call for pen and ink and write my mind” (I Henry VI, Act V, Sc3 -  
William Shakespeare)

The CDC identify ‘social connectedness’ as one essential element of wellbeing. To 
feel socially connected with others we need to be able to understand and share their 
feelings. We require, in other words, empathy. 

Stephen Pinker argues that “fiction is empathy technology.” I would go further and 
say that any act of writing is, at some level, an act of, or an attempt at empathy. 

Whenever we read, whenever we write, we are trying to communicate. We’re trying 
to further our own and other people’s understanding. That is a profoundly empathetic 
project. In this short presentation, I will argue that if we, in our writing centers, are 
modelling good writing, we are, by implication, modelling empathy. Supporting our 
students’ emotional and mental wellbeing is an integral part of our practice.  

Juliet Lovering
AWARE, CHSS, Hamad Bin Khalifa University

01:45 p.m.  01:50 p.m.

Break
Foyer

01:50 p.m.  02:50 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 1

Pre & Post COVID-19 Reflections: Insights of Faculty member 
Consultants in the Writing Center

Writing Centers before the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 were bustling spaces, with 
fully scheduled days and rich face-to-face one-on-one interactions. Consultations 
suddenly became virtual overnight, without much time for preparation on the part 
of administrators or consultants. In the Center for Writing in English at King Saud 
University, where most of the consultants are faculty members, virtual consultations 
were expected along with virtual courses, office hours, and virtual meetings. Time 
for additional 'virtual' professional development sessions on how to best engage 
with writers during online consultations was difficult to find. This paper shares 
results of interviews with faculty consultants on how their sessions have differed 
since COVID-19 and the ways in which they are trying to make the most out of their 
currently hybrid writing center sessions. 

Maimoonah Al Khalil and Rana Abu Hassan
King Saud University

9 Thursday
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February 20239Thursday 

Times in GMT+3

08:00 a.m.  09:00 a.m.

Registration, Breakfast, 
and Networking

Foyer (Optional Qatar National Library tour)

09:00 a.m.  10:15 a.m.

Keynote

Ballroom 1

On Engagement: The Delights of the Immeasurable in Writing 
Center Work

Engagement is at the heart of writing center praxis. Ours is a field with a rich history 
born of the primal need for people to connect with others. Decades of research, 
scholarship, and practice show writing center work at the fore of trying to understand 
how to enrich students’ experiences of writing (and composing in other modalities) 
via engagement. Even so, engagement is difficult to define and therefore harder 
to measure. What cannot be measured, though, is often what is most important in 
terms of honest reflection, adaptation, and evolution which I argue are essential to 
do good work. When we wrestle with defining and measuring engagement, and 
in specific multidisciplinary and multimodal engagement, we can gain insight into 
both students’ experiences of learning in our centers and what we value, practice, 
and promote. Situated in transnational and translingual spaces only furthers these 
insights and offers what I term the delights of the immeasurable.

Kelly Wilson
Northwestern University in Qatar

10:15 a.m.  10:30 a.m.

Break Foyer

10:30 a.m.  12:00 p.m.

Writing Center and 
Library Tours

Northwestern University in Qatar, Georgetown University in 
Qatar, and Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar

12:00 p.m.  01:00 p.m.

Lunch Break
Ballroom 2

01:00 p.m.  01:45 p.m.

Pecha Kucha 
Presentations

Ballroom 1

Grammarly's Place in the Writing Process

Is Grammarly replacing the traditional writing tutor? Student tutors share firsthand 
their personal usage of editor tools like Grammarly, drawing conclusions about its 
usefulness and making recommendations for how to leverage Grammarly in a way 
that encourages (and doesn’t hinder) growth into an independent writer.

Further, we present survey findings examining how undergraduate students prefer 
using editorial tools like Grammarly in their writing projects, and whether they rely 
on editorial tools, writing tutor support, or a combination of the two. We identify 
unique struggles student writers face and recommend which stages in the writing 
process editor tools are most helpful to ease stress and gain writing confidence. 
By combining student, instructor, and tutor input on best practices in Grammarly 
use, we put writing tutors at ease. No, they are not out of a job and, yes, they can 
recommend students use the editing technology at their fingertips. 

Abdullah Kabalaki and Amna Cassim
Texas A&M University at Qatar



9 Thursday

02:50 p.m.  03:05 p.m.

Break
Foyer

03:05 p.m.  04:05 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 1

The Return to the Writing Center: Post-Pandemic Reflections

At King Saud University, the Center for Writing in English faced its share of challenges 
in the wake of three semesters of online teaching. Statistics show lower numbers of 
consultations, and less recognition of the services of the center as whole following 
the return to in-person classes. This led to the consideration of a hybrid schedule for 
appointments, which allowed students to book both online and in-person consulta-
tions. Highlighting the services at the center was also a priority; different marketing 
strategies were adopted to introduce more writers to the center’s services. Overall, 
these strategies seem to have helped with the low attendance, with an optimistic 
uptick in bookings and consultations. This paper discusses the statistics and shifts of 
engagement with the center pre- and post-pandemic procedures and highlights the 
strategies that were employed to increase the quality and quantity of consultations. 

Dr. Arwa Hasan
King Saud University

Room 1

The New Era of Learning Support, an Insightful Perspective

The session will provide an analytical and reflective exploration of how incorporat-
ing online mode into one-on-one writing consultations in particular and learning 
support in general has influenced students’ dynamic and engagement with the 
services offered by the Writing and Language Support Section at Qatar University. 
The analysis will also look into the multidisciplinary and inclusiveness aspects of 
the post-Covid era online support, and how these two components have reshaped 
our view and projection of learning support. The session will also shed some light 
on students’ perspectives, best practices adopted and the challenges faced in this 
two-year trajectory.  

Zadjia Zahi
Qatar University

Room 2

Exploring Free Effective Marketing Tools Used @ QU 

This presentation will provide an overview of the free marketing tools used by the 
Qatar University (QU) English Foundation Program’s English Success Zone (SZ) 
(Writing Centre) for marketing its tutoring services before, during and after the 
pandemic lockdown.  Next, the presenters will provide samples of its marketing ads 
and variety of mediums.  Then, attendees will learn about the about the effective-
ness of the tools and ads used for the QU student population.  Finally, attendees 
will be encouraged to share some of their creative marketing tools they have used 
at their writing centres.

Ryan Brendzy and Raghda Abu Salah
Qatar University

Room 2

Jumpstart Tutor Training: Developing an Asynchronous Course

In early 2022, our writing center team began developing an interactive, video-driven 
asynchronous course for our tutor training. Sparked by the pivot to online modalities 
in Spring 2020, we hoped to leverage existing online learning platforms and jump-
start training on topics such as team expectations, tutoring best practices, steps of 
a tutoring appointment, and software use. By increasing efficiency for trainers and 
consistency for new tutors, we expected to streamline our tutor onboarding process. 

For every hour of asynchronous training produced, nearly fifteen hours were spent 
planning and developing content. Researching similar training programs and IWCA 
standards, familiarizing ourselves with screen-recording software and assessment 
tools, and synthesizing previous training material were our primary planning activ-
ities. Content development included scriptwriting revisions, recording and editing 
footage, graphics development, and populating the online platform. A Fall 2022 pilot 
project allowed us to collect helpful data from time logs and user experience. In this 
presentation, I will share each stage of our learning process to help your institution 
determine next steps for training tutors 

Betsy Riley
Texas A&M University at Qatar

9 Thursday

01:50 p.m.  02:50 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 2

Innovative Approaches: Gamification at the Writing Center

Tutoring writing in a multimodal setting can be an innovative approach to encourage 
students to use LAU Writing Center services in a very friendly and engaging fashion. 
This new approach has been of great interest among tutors at the center, especially 
when many of our students lacked certain social and communication skills due to 
two years of lockdown. Our core focus is “to think about students’ thinking” and 
help them produce better writings in an interactive and welcoming space. Thus, this 
presentation will suggest certain tools LAU tutors and peer tutors may integrate 
to gamify a tutoring session and to encourage a complex process of reflection by 
promoting critical and creative thinking. It will also propose how the use of a library 
booth, a new spatial modal, may provide accessibility and visibility. 

Maya Akiki
Lebanese American University

Room 2

Infographics as Proposals

Writing a research proposal is an important step in research writing skills, however, 
some students may not be engaged in this process since they feel that it is not 
related to their immediate plans. This study investigates how technology can be 
used to engage students in the process of writing proposals through reliance on 
infographics. This case study reports on how second level college writing students are 
asked to submit an infographic instead of a proposal. The study investigates whether 
writing center tutors can support students in this process and how beneficial this 
can be. This sheds light on how writing centers can enhance the teaching of writing 
through technology. The study also explores students' and tutors' perceptions of 
this collaboration through reflection and personal interviews. 

Inas Mahfouz
American University of Kuwait

Room 3

Helping Students Grow Their Presentation Skills

Communication skills such as writing and speaking are essential to any students aca-
demic success. It is important that students have access to grow these skills in their 
academic journeys. Presentation skills, in particular, are significant to an engineering 
student as they emerge from academia into an industry that seeks individuals who can 
effectively express their ideas verbally and visually. Recognizing these needs in our 
learners, our writing center began to offer customized presentation skills workshops 
to boost these skills. Resuming in-person presentations post pandemic seemed to 
give students even more presentation jitters which meant we really had to focus 
on supporting their delivery skills. In this interactive presentation, the structure of 
our presentation skills workshop and follow-up presentation feedback sessions will 
be highlighted to demonstrate how we teach students how to structure content, 
design slides and most importantly, deliver with confidence. 

Shauna Loej
Texas A&M University at Qatar

Room 3

Technophile or Technophobe: Role of AI in Composition

Educators’ beliefs surrounding corrective feedback methodology for L2 learners 
have been at odds since Truscott (1996) famously questioned its use and value.  
Countless seminars, workshops, PD sessions and research papers have failed to 
settle the issue.  This is just as well, as over the past five years a new complication 
has appeared in the form of automated corrective feedback methods (ACFM) used 
by programs including Grammarly, Quillbot, and Wordtune. How writing instructors 
and writing centers address these new technologies may be largely dependent on 
understanding student motivation and overall academic context in which they are 
used.  This presentation will focus on an ongoing exploratory study of  Sultan Qaboos 
University students who have been self-reporting use of ACFM for their assignments. 
Using questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, and writing samples, the researchers 
seek to gain deeper insight into the motivations and methods students are using, in 
addition to analyzing the accuracy and applicability of the results. 

Ryan McDonald and Hannah Murtagh
Sultan Qaboos University
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Times in GMT+3

08:30 a.m.  10:00 a.m.

Workshop Session 1

Room 1 |

"Envisioning Writing Centers in an Age of Artificial Intelligence"?

In this session, participants will consider the impact of the recent developments 
in Artificial Intelligence on the teaching of writing, and envision the role of writing 
centers in the near future.

Dr. Maha Bali
The American University in Cairo

Room 2

Facilitating Interactive Multimodal Storytelling

Emerging technologies have given rise to multimodal storytelling. Text has moved 
online, allowing it to be supplemented with visual elements, including interactives. 
This comes with a lot of promise, allowing students to enable their ideas to transcend 
the academic realm into more accessible formats. At the same time, it is imperative 
that students realize the intention and active decision-making that goes behind 
each medium of their choice. As four students and Writing Center employees from 
Northwestern University in Qatar, we realize that it is important for Writing Centers 
to adapt and facilitate the learning and understanding of these new modalities. 

Participants will collectively workshop sample texts that can be visualized in a 
number of different manners, and discuss how to select formats according to the 
content. We intend to do this through the introduction of tools such as Northwestern 
University’s Knightlab, Shorthand, Genial.ly, and more.

Mahnoor Ahmer Ansari, Sarah Shamim, Monazza Asif Farooqi, and 
Khadija Ahmad
Northwestern University in Qatar

10:00 a.m.  10:15 a.m.

Break
Foyer

10:15 a.m.  11:45 p.m.

Workshop Session 2

Room 1

Starting and Sustaining Multiliteracy Writing Centers in the 21st 
Century Schools (English)

Based on an initial experience in establishing writing centers in schools in Lebanon 
in 2016, we will provide a guiding workshop to assist others from the MENA region 
through the process of creating, opening, and staffing a writing center. While our 
experience was originally designed for Lebanese schools, the material can be easily 
adapted to suit the region.

If you are interested in starting a school writing center, you have come to the right 
place. In this workshop, we will be sharing everything (methods and materials) you 
need to develop your first writing center. Hopefully, this will lead to a beneficial 
partnership and to your development as a member of the regional and global writ-
ing center community.

Paula Habre and Hala Daouk
Lebanese American University

9 Thursday

03:05 p.m.  04:05 p.m.

Parallel Sessions

Room 3 |

Multimodal Composition in the Second Language Classroom

The ideas of multimodal composing tend to be absent in second language education. 
Having taught multimodality-focused first year composition courses at Ohio Univer-
sity, I became interested in transferring this experience to the English as a Foreign 
Language (EFL) contexts. To investigate the perception of multimodal composing 
by second language students and educators, I conducted a qualitative study where 
I interviewed Saudi faculty members and alumni students. I selected the Saudi Ara-
bian universities as the initial focus of the study that second language educators 
can eventually use as a case study for future research on multimodal composition 
in the EFL or ESL classroom. The preliminary results of my study indicate a lack of 
comprehension and application of multimodal composition techniques in the Saudi 
EFL context by both professors and alumni. In this presentation, I’ll present the study 
results, and share my experience with implementing multimodal composition in the 
American Universities’ context.

Marwan A. Almuhaysh
Department of Basic Sciences, King Saud Bin Abdulaziz University 
for Health Sciences (KSAU_HS), Al Hasa campus

Ballroom 1

Providing Multidisciplinary Writing Support:  
Peer-Tutor Perspectives

How can undergrad writing tutors effectively support learners writing for different 
disciplines? What skills and know-how are required for a tutor to work with one 
person writing about the historical significance of a 16th century manuscript and 
then another who is creating a presentation on China's growing global influence 
using Google Slides? 

The Writing Center in Georgetown University in Qatar (GU-Q) has responded to the 
challenges inherent in providing support across multiple disciplines by: 

• positioning the tutors as knowledgeable guides with strong foundations in aca-
demic writing and valuable lived experience 

• recognizing the learners as the subject matter experts 

• building a tutor training program accredited by the CRLA ITTP that fosters core 
competencies 

• providing ongoing writing-centric training that develops tutors’ writing knowl-
edge and tutoring strategies. 

Listen to a panel of GU-Q peer tutors discuss the opportunities and challenges inherent 

in supporting other learners writing for multiple disciplines in multiple modalities.

Kerry Sauer, Noor Shadid ’24, Santiago Rubio Henao ’25, 
Gaebriel Olsen ’25, and Maheen Elahi ’25
Georgetown University in Qatar

04:05 p.m.  04:10 p.m.

Break
Foyer

04:10 p.m.  05:00 p.m.

Award Announcement 
and Closing Remarks

Ballroom 1

Sahar Mari and Nicole Abiad



10:15 a.m.  11:45 p.m.

Workshop Session 2

Room 2

Multimodally Translanguaging the Writing Center

Translingualism conceives of language as more than just words including non-verbal 
communication and cultural context. How do we as educators use technology to 
transverse and transcend mental and national borders to enrich our pedagogy and 
intercultural connections? Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle, this workshop leads 
participants on a self-reflective process to push the boundaries of their own intel-
lectual borders and expand their understanding of language to apply translanguag-
ing strategies to support the production multimodal texts. Codemeshing is often 
conceived as incorporating multiple languages into a single speech act, but that 
understanding can be broadened to combining multiple modes of communication 
including embedded images, video, and audio into multimodal texts. Participants 
will gain an understanding of how to apply Suresh Canagarajah’s translanguaging 
strategies (such as recontextualization, interactional, entextualization, and envoicing) 
to prepare tutors to support writers in the collaborative meaning making process 
of multimodal texts.

Spencer Harrison
University of Illinois Chicago
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

SUMMARIZED

February 2023

Wednesday, 8 Feb. (Times in GMT+3)

08:00 a.m.  09:00 a.m. Registration, Breakfast, and Networking

09:00 a.m.  09:30 a.m. Opening Remarks

09:30 a.m.  10:45 a.m. Keynote: Dr. Paul Kei Matsuda

10:45 a.m.  11:00 a.m. Break

11:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Parallel Sessions

12:00 p.m.  01:00 p.m. Lunch Break

01:00 p.m.  02:30 p.m. Writing Center and Library Tours

02:30 p.m.  02:45 p.m. Break

02:45 p.m.  03:45 p.m. Parallel Sessions

03:45 p.m.  04:00 p.m. Break

04:00 p.m.  05:15 p.m. Keynote: Dr. Russell Carpenter

07:00 p.m.  09:30 p.m. Cultural Dinner: Registration required

Thursday, 9 Feb. (Times in GMT+3)

08:00 a.m.  09:00 a.m. Registration, Breakfast, and Networking

09:00 a.m.  10:15 a.m. Keynote: Kelly Wilson

10:15 a.m.  10:30 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Writing Center and Library Tours

12:00 p.m.  01:00 p.m. Lunch Break

01:00 p.m.  01:45 p.m. Pecha Kucha Presentations

01:45 p.m.  01:50 p.m. Break

01:50 p.m.  02:50 p.m. Parallel Sessions

02:50 p.m.  03:05 p.m. Break

03:05 p.m.  04:05 p.m. Parallel Sessions

04:05 p.m.  04:10 p.m. Break

04:10 p.m.  05:00 p.m. Award Announcement and Closing Remarks

Friday, 10 Feb. (Times in GMT+3)

08:30 a.m.  10:00 a.m. Workshop Session 1

10:00 a.m.  10:15 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m.  11:45 a.m. Workshop Session 2

12:00 p.m.  02:00 p.m. Lunch

02:00 p.m.  07:00 p.m. Cultural Activities: Registration required


